
an experiment to design 
meaningful learning experiences 
for students in creative business 



Who? 

Fieke Sluijs Zoë Mol 



Handshake is a project with the aim of building a 
sustainable relationship between the universities 
of applied sciences in Amsterdam (the 
Netherlands) and the networks of creative 
industry in Amsterdam in order to provide 
meaningful learning experiences for students in 
creative business.  



WHY? 



Everything starts with a Handshake 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

Art, cultural heritage, media & 
entertainment, creative services 

Creation of form, meaning or 
symbolic value 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

Some interesting facts… 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

How many employees per company? 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

1,4 employees per company 

Grotenhuis (2014), ‘Pieken en Dalen in de Creatieve Industrie’ 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

Percentage of freelancers? 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

66% 

Grotenhuis (2014), ‘Pieken en Dalen in de Creatieve Industrie’ 



CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

a hugh amount of freelancers 
and small businesses that are 
used to co-create in networks   



THIS IS OUR FIELD OF WORK 



THIS IS OUR FIELD OF WORK 



THIS IS HOW WE WORK 



THIS IS WHAT WE WANT 



HOW? 



Needs Offers 

CIRCULAR EDUCATION 

Creative 
entrepreneurs 

Needs Offers 



Amsterdam is filled with 
Art Factories 

BUILDING THE UNDERGROUND 



Every two weeks a new 
co-working space is opened 

BUILDING THE UNDERGROUND 





WHAT? 



15 HANDSHAKE EVENTS 

IN 10 CREATIVE HOT SPOTS 



INTERN POOL 
Interns work for different 

entrepreneurs in the building 



START-UP LAB 
Interdisciplinairy teams of students 
work on questions entrepreneurs 



COLLEGE ART TOUR 
Students realize dreams 

of artists 



STARTPAD 
Sprint presentations with 

feedback of entrepreneurs 



MASTERCLASSES 
Students, teachers, entrepreneurs 

together learn from a master 



START-UP TEAM 
Students starting their own 

business in a startup environment 



SO WHAT? 



CONCLUSIONS 

Creative entrepreneurs are more than willing to 
coöperate. 

Not because they need knowledge (they think 
knowledge in education is outdated), but because 
it’s in their nature to share and benefit from meeting 
fresh creative minds and they always have more 
ideas than they can realize by themselves, so they 
often really need help to get things done. 



CONCLUSIONS 

Students participating in Handshake easily connect 
to the real world and the real thing.  

Side jobs are traded for jobs in creative business, 
they easily built a network of which they benefit 
during and after their studies, making it easier to 
start as an entrepreneur. 



CONCLUSIONS 

If the activity doesn’t take place in their regular 
study program, student are hard to persuade to take 
part.  

So Handshake needs to be adapted by curricula. 



PLEASE CONTACT US 

Fieke Sluijs Zoë Mol 

grafieke@gmail.com 

@grafieke 

/fiekesluijs 

zoenaomimol@icloud.com 

Fieke Sluijs 

/zoe-mol 

Zoe Mol 


